The challenge of providing palliative care in the nursing home: part 1 external factors.
One impact of the baby boom generation and improved medical care is that nursing homes will be the place of care and site of death for growing numbers of frail, older persons dying of chronic progressive illnesses. The nursing home settings may appear to be an appropriate environment wherein residents could receive palliative care, but the literature suggests that provision of such care is replete with challenge. Some of these challenges are external to the nursing home environment and are beyond the setting's control, others have internal origins and to some extent may be under the home's control. In part I of this two-part article, we review and critically analyse the primary external factors identified in the literature -- characteristics of the residents -- as they impact on the ability of care homes to deliver palliative care.